
Gila 100 & 50 Mile: OƯicial Runners Manual 

Race Dates: October 17 – 18, 2026 
Location: Silver City, New Mexico (Gila National Forest) 

 

Welcome to the Gila!!! 

Welcome to the only 100-mile trail race in the Gila National Forest. You are running through 
the world’s first designated wilderness area. This course oƯers remote high-country 
running, stunning ridgelines along the Continental Divide Trail (CDT), and elevations 
reaching near 9,000 feet. Prepare for a true backcountry adventure with rugged terrain, big 
skies, and a passionate grassroots community. 

 

Race Schedule & Timeline 

 October 15, 2026 (11:59 PM MT): Registration strictly closes on UltraSignup. 

 October 16, 2026 (Friday): Main Packet Pickup window. 

 October 17, 2026 (6:00 AM MT): Gila 100 & 50 Mile race start. 

 

Packet Pickup Information 

All runners are highly encouraged to pick up their bibs andgoody bags on Friday to ensure 
an on-time start Saturday morning. 

Friday Evening Packet Pickup 

 Location: Open Space Brewing (11990 US-180 in the Santa Clara Armory, Santa 
Clara, NM). 

 Time: Friday, October 16, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

Race Morning Packet Pickup 

 Location: At the Race Start area. Open Space Brewing (11990 US-180 in the Santa 
Clara Armory, Santa Clara, NM). 

 Time: Saturday, October 17, please be there at 5:00 AM. 

 Important: Please arrive early if you cannot make it on Friday. Expect lines as race 
oƯicials process final bib distributions before the countdown. 



 

Course Formats & Distance Specifics 

Course Format 

To maximize runner safety, aid station volunteer personnel and streamline permit logistics, 
the 100 mile course utilizes a double out-and-back system centered around the main 
Start/Finish area. 

Distance Breakdown 

 The 50-Mile Course: A single out-and-back journey from the historic Fort Bayard 
area up into the high country and back to the Start/Finish line. 

 The 100-Mile Course: Runners complete the exact same 50-mile out-and-back 
course. Upon returning to the Start/Finish line (the 50-mile halfway mark), 100-mile 
runners turn around and complete the full out-and-back loop a second time. 

Dropping Down (100M to 50M) 

 You may choose to drop from the 100-mile to the 50-mile distance. 

 This drop must be declared to race oƯicials at the Start/Finish line (Mile 50). 

 100-mile drops will not be eligible for 50 mile top finisher awards. 

 If you leave the Start/Finish line to begin your second loop and fail to finish, you will 
receive a Did Not Finish (DNF). 

 

Aid Stations, CutoƯs, & DNF’ing 

50-Mile Aid Station Chart 

Station Aid Station Name Miles     Cut-oƯ Time 

1 Start / Finish 0   6:00 AM Sat (Start) 

5 Sapillo 27.5    10:00 PM Sat 

6 Aztec 33   2:00 AM Sun 

7 Signal Peak 39.5   7:00 AM Sun 

8 Big Tree 49 2:00 PM Sun 



9 Start / Finish 54 6:00 PM Sun (Final) 

 

100-Mile Aid Station Chart 

100-mile runners will complete two full laps of the 50-mile course. 

Station Aid Station Name Miles (Loop 1 / 2) Cut-oƯ Time 

1 Start / Finish 0 / 54 11:00 PM Sat (Loop 1) 

5 Sapillo 27.5 / 81.5 8:00 AM Sun (Loop 2) 

6 Aztec 33 / 88.5 11:00 AM Sun (Loop 2) 

7 Signal Peak 39.5 / 95 2:00 PM Sun (Loop 2) 

8 Big Tree 49 / 104.5 4:30 PM Sun (Loop 2) 

9 Start / Finish 54 / 108 6:00 PM Sun (Final) 

Note: CutoƯs apply to the time you leave the aid station. 

CutoƯ Policy 

 Both the Gila 100 and Gila 50 have a strict 36-hour total cutoƯ. 

 CutoƯ times are strictly enforced for runner safety and volunteer deployment. 

 CutoƯs apply to the time you leave the aid station, not the time you arrive. 

DNF’ing 

 If you choose to drop out of the race at any point, you must oƯicially check out 
with the nearest Aid Station Captain. 

 Do not leave the course without handing over your bib number to the Aid Station 
Captain. 

 Failing to report a DNF triggers emergency search and rescue teams. Runners who 
violate this rule will be billed for search costs and banned from future events. 

 

Course Description and Marking for 100 & 50 mile (all distances are approximate): 

Start to Big Tree Aid (5 miles): Leaving Open Space you wind your way through Bataan 
park, exiting Bataan Park onto the road and directly into historical Fort Bayard. Once 



through the old fort, the road turns to dirt for approx 4 miles. This is flat, fast and run-able, 
and viewing the mountains you are about to get into. There is a left turn into the big tree 
trailhead parking lot at the end of this approx 5 mile section. 

Big Tree Aid to Signal Peak Aid (10 miles): Here you hit the Fort Bayard Trail network, 
known to local mountain bikers and runners alike. About 1.25 miles in you'll come upon the 
out and back for the Big Tree, it’s an optional to detour and see Big Tree (0.25 mile out and 
back) but worth it! Another half mile or so will be the right turn onto the sawmill trail, and 
there is about 2 miles until the climb up towards Twin Sisters begins. Here is the steepest, 
most technical portion of the race as you make your way up to the junction with the CDT in 
about 3 miles of climbing. Right turn at the 3 way junction away from twin sisters and 
towards Black Peak. Now you are on the CDT for 3 miles as you climb nearly to the top of 
black peak then drop down to find the aid station where the trail meets the road. 

Signal Peak Aid to Aztec Park Aid (6 miles): Continuing along the CDT you stay on the 
forested ridge and begin the slight decent toward the Mimbres valley. This section contains 
no turns, only spots where the trail crosses Jeep roads. 

Aztec Park Aid to Sapillo Aid (7miles): From this aid station you continue your adventure 
along the CDT, where you begin dropping out of the high forest and descend towards the 
Mimbres valley. No turns until the last mile of this section as you near Sapillo Camp Aid. 
Main left turn oƯ the ridge then the trail winds its way down to the campground. There are 
many crossing trails and roads in this section so mind the course markers. THIS IS THE 
TURN AROUND FOR BOTH DISTANCES. 

Marking: 

The 100 and 50 mile courses will be marked in fluorescent Pink clips and flags. Markers will 
have reflective and can be seen at night as well. Junctions will be marked heavily and may 
also include a turn arrow or a wrong way sign. We will do our best to mark the course well 
but it is also the responsibility of you, the runner, to have a general sense of the course you 
are running. We also have the GPX files you can load onto your device if you so choose on 
the website. 

 

Environmental Conditions & Mandatory Gear 

Weather & Temperature Swings 

The high-altitude desert environment causes extreme temperature fluctuations. 



 Daytime: Intensely sunny with high exposure and possible rain and snow. Hydration 
and sun protection are critical. 

 Nighttime: Temperatures can plummet drastically in the high ponderosa pine 
country. 

 Be prepared with layers!! 

Mandatory Gear List 

All runners must carry the following gear at all times to survive unexpected delays in 
remote terrain: 

 Minimum 1 liter of water capacity. 

 A functional, high-lumen headlamp (plus extra batteries or a backup light). 

 An emergency whistle. 

 Downloaded GPX track of the course on a GPS watch or oƯline phone app. 

 

Crew, Pacer, & Drop Bag Rules 

Crew 

 Crew members may only assist runners at designated, vehicular-accessible aid 
stations, the Start/Finish and Sapillo. 

Pacer Rules & Anti-Muling Policy 

 Pacers may join 100-mile runners starting at the Mile 50 Start/Finish station. 

 Pacers can switch at Sapillo aid station, mile 81.5.  

 Only one pacer is allowed per runner at a time. 

 Pacers must check in with aid station volunteers. 

 No Muling: Pacers are out there strictly for runner safety. Pacers cannot carry your 
water, gear, food, or trash. Runners must remain entirely self-suƯicient on the trail. 

Drop Bags 

 Drop bags must be securely labeled with your Name, Bib Number, and Destination 
Aid Station. 

 Do not place glass, unsealed liquids, or irreplaceable valuables in drop bags. 



 Unclaimed drop bags must be picked up at the Start/Finish line by Sunday evening 
or will be donated to local charities. 

 

Trail Etiquette & Wilderness Rules 

The Gila National Forest is a pristine ecosystem. We operate under a strict permits. 

 Zero Tolerance Littering: Drop trash only inside trash receptacles at aid stations. 

 Trail Yielding: Yield to faster runners and horses. Step oƯ-trail carefully to let others 
pass without destroying native vegetation. 

 Gate Protocol: If you pass through a cattle gate on the trail, leave it exactly as you 
found it (closed if closed, open if open). 

 Trekking Pole Etiquette: Trekking poles are permitted, when running in close 
proximity to other participants, please avoid accidental injury. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

Registration & Logistics 

 What is the refund or deferral policy? 
Registration fees are non-refundable. Deferrals to the following race year are 
allowed if requested before August 19. 

 Is there a waitlist if the race fills up? 
Yes. UltraSignup manages our waitlist automatically. If a spot opens, you will receive 
an automated email invitation to complete your entry. 

 Can I switch from the 50-mile to the 100-mile distance before the race? 
Distance upgrades must be requested via UltraSignup before registration closes on 
October 15, subject to capacity constraints. 

Safety & Course Conditions 

 Is cellular service available on the course? 
Service is highly spotty and completely absent in most canyon bottoms. Do not rely 
on cellular service for navigation or emergencies. 



 Are personal GPS satellite messengers (like Garmin inReach) allowed? 
Yes. We highly encourage runners to carry active satellite messengers for peace of 
mind and emergency tracking. 

 What wildlife should I look out for? 
The Gila is home to black bears, mountain lions, and rattlesnakes. Give snakes a 
wide berth. If you encounter large predators, make yourself look big, speak loudly, 
and do not run. 

Post-Race & Awards 

 Do 100-mile finishers receive a belt buckle? 
Yes. All sub-36-hour finishers of the 100-mile race will receive a custom-designed 
Gila 100 belt buckle at the finish line. 

 Is post-race food provided for crews and pacers? 
Complimentary post-race food is provided for all runners. Hot meals and drinks will 
be available for purchase by family members, crew, and pacers at the main finish 
area. 

Still Have Questions? 

 Who do I contact if my question isn't answered here? 
If you have specific logistical concerns, medical needs, or registration questions, 
please email Gila Adventure Runs at info@gilaadventureruns.com . We will get back 
to you as quickly as possible! 

 

If you have read this far along, you have got to the final guideline of the Gila 100 and 50 
mile races: HAVE FUN on your adventure, be nice to everyone and enjoy the views!!! 

-Ryan 
 

 

 


